iyO               EDUCATION  IN  FASCIST  ITALY
and 1936 confined the teaching of history to the strictly nationalist
point of view. There was some revision but it did not transform
the whole plan of the teaching of history. Only in the curricula for
the lower forms was this almost true; in the curricula of -the
Lyceum and Higher Training College for Teachers foreign
history still had a large share. The difficulty of finding a philo-
sophy or a philosophical tradition which could be safely applied
to Fascism made it impossible to suggest a special choice of
authors to be read in order to lead the student to an appreciation
of the Fascist doctrine. The course adopted was merely to cross
out from the lists of authors some names which sounded too
* anti-Fascist', such as that of Croce, and to make the study of
Mussolini*s Dottrina del Fasdsmo compulsory for every student
as the conclusion of -his study of philosophy and the history of
philosophy. The very low philosophical value of this writing,
and the fact that it is so strictly linked to Gentile's theory (if
indeed it was not written by Gentile himself) which was losing
popularity among teachers, will account for the lack of influence
of the philosophical teaching of Fascism among young people.
Some of the leading Fascists, such as Mussolini himself and
Italo Balbo, were raised to the rank of 'authors' to be studied in
Italian literature. The account by Balbo of his flight in forma-
tion over the Atlantic was one of the set books in many schools
for boys of fourteen to sixteen. Mussolini's speeches had to be
read in the higher forms of secondary schools, side by side with,
or instead of, Mazzini's and Gioberti's writings or Carducci's,
Pascoli's, ana! d'Annunzio's prose and verse. Here, again, the
part allotted to Fascist writers was very small in comparison with
that allotted to all those of the past, although it was much greater
than their literary value deserved. In the study of geography the
factors which were alleged to have brought Italy to 'need*
Fascism and an empire were required to be emphasized, not only
when dealing with Italy itself, but also when considering the
resources of other countries.
The check on educational books was at least as important for
Fascism as the check on the political attitude of the teachers.
Half of the * school life* of pupils was spent studying at home.
All too often the teachers just gave them so many pages to study,
and tried to check up afterwards if the work assigned had been
done. There used to be in Italy the utmost freedom for the
publication of educational books. There were laws empowering
the State to exercise a certain censorship, but they were hardly
era- applied. In the first years after Gentile's reform, elemen-
taiy-sdbool books had to be approved by a special ministerial
commission. The reports published by the commissions show